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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 17456 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SEATO, TH 

SUB J : DISSOLUTION OF SEATO 

REF: STATE 196461 

1. COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES MEETING 20 AUGUST CONSIDERED 

THE SUBJECT OF A SEATO PHASE-OUT IN RESPONSE TO THE AUSTRALIAN 
REPS REQUEST THAT THE SECGEN PREPARE A DOCUMENT SETTING 
FORTH PROPOSALS FOR CLOSING DOWN SEATO WHICH COULD BE 
PLACED BEFORE THE COUNCIL MINISTERS ON 24 SEPTEMBER. 

2. THAI REP AGREED IN PRINCIPLE WITH THE AUSTRALIAN PROPOSAL 
BUT WISHED TO MAKE CLEAR HE WAS IN AGREEMENT WITH THE 
PHYSICAL PHASE-OUT OF THE ORGANIZATION BUT NOT THE MANILA 
TREATY. THE RTG WOULD WANT TO SEE DELINEATED IN THE PAPER 
THOSE USEFUL SEATO FUNCTIONS WHICH COULD BE RETAINED OR 
TRANSFERRED TO OTHER ORGANIZATIONS. 
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3. US REP OBSERVED THE DIFFICULTY FACING THE SEATO 
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SECRETARIAT IN PREPARING A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN TO COVER 
THE PHASING OUT AND TRANSFER OF SEATO FUNCTIONS IN 
THE TIME AVAILABLE PRIOR TO THE COUNCIL MEETING. THE 
UK REP ECHOED THIS VIEW. 

4. THE SECGEN GAVE HIS JUDGMENT ON THE TECHNICAL, PRO- 
FESSIONAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE FACTORS WHICH MILITATED AGAINST 
A RAPID SEATO PHASE-DOWN AND SUGGESTED THAT A SYSTEMATIC 
ORDERLY STAGE-DOWN WOULD TAKE AT LEAST TWO YEARS. SECGEN 
SAID TIME WAS INSUFFICIENT FOR HIS STAFF TO PRODUCE AN 
ADEQUATE IN-DEPTH FEASIBILITY STUDY BY 24 SEPTEMBER. 

5. AUSTRALIAN REP REDEFINED HIS INITIAL STATEMENT AND 
SAID HIS PROPOSAL WAS ONLY FOR A BROAD WORKING PAPER 
OUTLINING THE PROBLEMS INVOLVED AND PROVIDING A TENTATIVE 
TIME FRAME FOR THE SEATO COUNCIL OF MINISTERS TO CONSIDER. 

THIS RENDITION SATISFIED THE COUNCIL REPS AND 

THE SECGEN AGREED TO PROVIDE AN OUTLINE PAPER AND REQUESTED 
THE HELP OF MEMBER GOVERNMENTS ACTING THROUGH THEIR PWG 
MEMBER. COUNCIL REPS CONCURRED. 

6. COMMENT: THE AUSTRALIAN REPS APPROACH WAS MILDER 
THAN WE HAD ANTICIPATED AND THE GENRAL DISCUSSION WAS 
LOW KEY. ALL MEMBERS SCRUPULOUSLY AVOIDED ANY MENTION 
OF ABRUPTLY TERMINATING SEATO. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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